












Students from Edison Elementary School stand next to their
Black History Fair exhibit

(l-r) George Howell, Richard Gonzmart and C.J. Roberts

George Howell welcomes guests prior to the
PBS documentary screening

Guests enjoying reception at Friday 
Morning Musicale
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 Th e Tampa Bay History Center helped celebrate Black History Month 
throughout the community during the month of February. 
 On February 1, Rodney Kite-Powell and Travis Puterbaugh of the 
Tampa Bay History Center served as judges during the First Annual Black 
History Fair held at the Tampa Convention Center. Th e event, part of the 
City of Tampa’s 20th Annual Black History Celebration, featured exhibits 
produced by more than a dozen students from Edison Elementary School. 
Both Rodney and Travis came away impressed by the quality of work 
produced by the students. “Th ey worked very hard, were extremely well-
prepared by their teacher, and I think their contributions added a lot to 
the event,” Travis said. “I know Rodney and I are both looking forward to 
serving as judges again next year.”
 On February 12, the Holland & Knight Charitable Foundation sponsored 
a community dinner and screening of two episodes of the PBS documentary 
series African-American Lives 2 at Friday Morning Musicale. Th e event was 
sponsored in part by the Tampa Bay History Center and WEDU.
 Th e Tampa Bay History Center had a presence at IBM’s Black Family 
Technology Awareness Event on February 21 at the Bowers-Whitley Career 
Center. Photos from the History Center’s archives highlighting the history 
of Tampa’s African-American community were on display along with 
information on the new museum. 

Tampa Bay History Center Celebrates Black History Month

Columbia Restaurant Partners with History Center

As the sun was to set on a beautiful day, guests attending the 
Tampa Bay History Center’s 2008 annual meeting aboard the 
Yacht StarShip were treated to a historic announcement. With the 
construction of the History Center serving as the backdrop, Chairman 
George Howell announced a partnership with the Columbia Restaurant 
that welcomes over a century’s worth of Tampa Bay history to 
become a permanent resident of the History Center. Brothers Richard 
and Casey Gonzmart, the fourth generation to lead the Columbia 
Restaurant, are bringing the decorative styling and cultural fl avors 
of the 108-year-old restaurant to the History Center and, as part of 
the partnership, will manage the café and all of the History Center’s 
hospitality and catering needs. “Th e Columbia Café will take the visitor 
experience beyond the galleries. Our visitors will be able to immerse 
themselves in the sights, smells and now fl avors of Tampa,” said C.J. 
Roberts, President and CEO.

Groundbreaking Event Starts Countdown to Opening

“ Th erefore, we stand here now, to break new ground.
What might well have been lost has now been found
Upon this ground a temple shall be raised
Where shall reside the truth of all our days!
A living legacy of what has been
Shall greet the future here, to live again.”
 

James E. Tokley, Tampa’s poet laureate
December 3, 2007

Tampa Bay History Center groundbreaking

Moved by the words of James Tokley, led by News Channel 8 
anchor Keith Cate and entertained by musical performances from local 
students, more than 450 people kicked off  the 12-month countdown 
until the grand opening of the Tampa Bay History Center.

On Monday, December 3, 2007, the skies were blue and the sun 
shined at Cotanchobee-Fort Brooke Park, where less than 200 yards 
away workers poured concrete for the foundation of the beautiful new 
60,000-square-foot museum. Th e Civil Air Patrol from the Sam Rampello 
Downtown Partnership School presented the colors as Ms. Alison Chaney 
sang the national anthem. Guest speakers, City of Tampa Mayor Pam Iorio, 
Hillsborough County Commissioner Mark Sharpe, County Administrator 
Pat Bean and Tampa Bay History Center President and CEO C.J. Roberts 
took the stage to welcome guests, share their passion for the History Center 
and thank the community for its support. 

Th e kickoff  was free to the public, and the fi rst 250 guests received 
commemorative “I Dig History” t-shirts compliments of Ferman Motor 

Car Company. Ybor’s Columbia Restaurant sponsored a delicious lunch 
of paella and Cuban sandwiches which guests enjoyed while mingling 
with historical reenactors. Th e H.B. Plant High School marching band 
and the Sam Rampello School chorus and dance groups entertained 
guests as they made their mark in history by signing one of the steel 
beams to be used in the History Center’s construction. Special thanks 
also go out to the employees of the City of Tampa, Hillsborough 
County and Walbridge Aldinger Company who helped set up the event 
as well as the St. Pete Times Forum for providing parking for guests.

“For many years, we have talked about the museum 
to come and what we were going to build,” said C.J. Roberts. “Now we 
can talk about what we are building — a place that will share the rich 
stories of our region with generations to come.”
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 In January 2008, the Florida Humanities 
Council awarded a grant to the Tampa 
Bay History Center in partnership with 
the University of South Florida Libraries’ 
Florida Studies Center and USF Humanities 
Institute for its “Interpreting Cultural 
Heritage: Tampa Cubans and Th eir Club, 
1886-present” pilot project with the historic 
Circulo Cubano de Tampa, an Ybor City 
mutual aid society. 

Added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1972, the Cuban Club 
building at 2010 Avenida Republica de Cuba 
is a well-established, architectural landmark. 
Th e community served by the club dates 
to the nineteenth century and constitutes 
one of Tampa Bay’s most signifi cant ethnic 
groups. 

In an eff ort to educate Floridians and 
visitors alike about the economic, cultural 
and social life of the immigrant world 
of Tampa, the project will create a video 
featuring José Martí actor Chaz Mena, who 
will introduce Cuban history in Ybor City 
through the lens of his nearly two-dozen 
visits to the city in the 1890s. Th e video 
will be shown in the Cuban Club and made 
available on the Internet via links from 
the History Center web site. Walking tour 
video segments, presented to Cuban Club 
visitors on an iPod device, will incorporate 
technology in innovative ways to educate 

visitors about the cultural history of the 
Cuban Club and its members by taking 
them room by room through the building. 

Grant project director and History 
Center trustee Dr. Mark Greenberg, 
with assistance from History Center staff  
members Liz Dunham, Vice President for 
Programs and Rodney Kite-Powell, Saunders 
Foundation Curator of History, expect to 
complete the pilot project in March 2009.

Mark I. Greenberg, MLS, Ph.D.
Director, Special Collections Department and 
Florida Studies Center
University of South Florida Tampa Library

Cuban Club Grant

Susan Casper is the newest member of 
the Tampa Bay History Center team serving 
as Vice President for Finance and Operations.

Susan brings to the organization a 
business background that includes the 
position of Chief Financial Offi  cer for Lykes 
Bros. Inc. in Tampa and Eckerd Youth 
Alternatives in Clearwater, as well as nine 
years of public accounting experience with 
Price Waterhouse, LLP and six years with 
Coopers & Lybrand.

“I am very enthusiastic about joining a 
team of exceptionally talented and committed 
individuals who are creating a truly unique 
experience,” said Susan. When asked what 

she enjoys most about her new position, she 
responded, “I am constantly learning new 
things about Florida history.” 

Susan, a Tampa native, demonstrates 
her commitment to the Tampa Bay 
community through her volunteer work 
with community agencies, which include the 
Drug Abuse Comprehensive Coordinating 
Offi  ce, Inc. (DACCO), where she now 
serves as President of the Board of Trustees 
and the Hillsborough Community College 
Foundation where she is the current 
Treasurer. 

Susan Casper Joins Team
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Financial Report

Summary Balance Sheet
         2007  2006

Assets:
 Cash and cash equivalents       $ 1,645,447 $ 701,517
 Operating endowment pledges receivable, net        1,807,430  2,550,898
 Capital Campaign pledges receivable, net        5,389,989  62,393
 Operating and Cultural endowment funds        7,443,947  5,966,086
 Property and equipment, net        1,054,767  89,335
 Construction Escrow Account        4,500,000  —
 Other        141,434  161,338
        $ 21,983,014 $ 9,531,567

Liabilities:
 Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses       $ 343,065 $ 129,224
 Line of Credit Payable        3,500,000  —
         3,843,065  129,224

Net Assets:
 Unrestricted        4,289,514  1,399,379
 Temporarily Restricted        5,999,024  293,226
 Permanently restricted for endowment        7,851,411  7,709,738
         18,139,949  9,402,343
        $ 21,983,014  $ 9,531,567

Summary Statement of Changes in Net Assets
     Total

   Temporarily  Permanently  Year ended September 30
   Unrestricted  Restricted  Restricted  2007  2006

Support and revenue, excluding investment return  1,203,823  7,852,949  141,673  9,198,445   1,878,424
Investment return  877,237  —  —  877,237   373,179
 Total support and revenue  2,081,060  7,852,949  141,673  10,075,682   2,251,603
Expenses  1,338,076  —  —  1,338,076   1,282,877
 Increase in net assets before other changes  742,984  7,852,949  141,673  8,737,606   968,726
Other Changes  2,147,151  (2,147,151)  —  —  —
 Increase (decrease) in net assets $ 2,890,135 $ 5,705,798 $ 141,673 $ 8,737,606  $ 968,726 

Th e state of the corporation is in sound fi nancial condition and is audited annually by Lewis, Birch & Ricardo, LLC, Certifi ed Public Accountants. Summarized 
audited fi nancial information is presented below.

Membership 
   Total Member 
Membership  Dues Households
Category   Level in Category 
Sustaining Founder $ 2,500 10
Founder $ 2,500 10
Benefactor $ 1,000 29
Patron $ 500 25
Sponsor $ 250 69
Supporter $ 100 123
Contributor $ 35 114
Teacher / Student $ 20 1
Total   381*

* Totals represent memberships for fi scal year 
2006-2007

Attendance
5,306 Tampa Bay area citizens and visitors were touched by the Tampa Bay History Center through its 

exhibitions, outreach programs and special events.

Collections
Total objects in the collection as of September 30, 2007 = 34,688

Public Awareness 
During the past year, the History Center and partners, the School District of Hillsborough County and 

the TBHC/USF Partnership sponsored our 8th Florida History Fair competition.  Th e staff  also continued to 
develop our exhibit plans for the new facility as well as continued to focus on ways to promote the importance 
of Tampa and Hillsborough County’s historic resources and to communicate the role of historic preservation, 
conservation, education and research to the public.  

Th e History Center presented displays to the public, titled:  
Ybor City Community History 
Central Avenue:  Tampa’s Black Business District of the 1940s 4



2006-2007 Tampa Bay History Center Annual Report

Dear Members:
2007 will be remembered as the year the 

History Center transitioned from two decades 
of planning to the excitement of going vertical 
on our new 60,000-square-foot facility. Th e 
sequence began with Hillsborough County 
Commissioners awarding a construction 
contract to Walbridge Aldinger Company in 
September. It continued with your Board’s 
decision to increase construction costs in 
order to build Hillsborough County’s fi rst 
LEED Certifi ed “Green Building,” initiating 
the driving of the fi rst of 217 pilings in 
October.  And, it ended with our public 
construction celebration on December 3 
at our site in beautiful Cotanchobee-Fort 
Brooke Park.

Some of our behind-the-scenes 
activities were equally gratifying last year 
as we completed our “town hall” meetings 
to seek community input on what various 
and diverse segments of our community 
wanted to see incorporated in the museum. 
We contracted with and began the creative 
process for designing our exhibitory 
with our consultants and fabricators. We 
published the fi rst of what will be an annual 
publication of a local history journal, 
“Tampa Bay History,” with our friends 
at USF’s Florida Studies Center. And, 
we opened an exciting dialogue with the 
Gonzmart family to develop a Columbia 
Café within our facility.

In our continued eff orts to be good 
stewards of our public and private sector 
operational funding, the History Center 
again ended our fi scal year in a sound 
fi nancial condition. Total assets increased 
to $21,983,014 as of September 30, 2007. 
Total revenues for the year were $4,228,211 
and expenses were $1,338,076 for an 
increase in net assets of $2,890,135.

In 2007, our supporters generously 
contributed another $229,400 in cash and 
pledges to the TBHC Operating Support 
Endowment which now totals $13,301,781, 
the second largest endowment for a history 
museum in the state of Florida.

Capital funding at this important 
juncture is going exceedingly well. Under 
the superb leadership of Capital Campaign 
Chairman, Tom Touchton, the Capital 
Campaign to date has secured cash and 
pledges of $42,289,175 (including operating 
endowment). Of that amount, $19,500,000 
has been raised from public sources and the 
remaining $22,789,175 has been raised in 
private contributions, $13,027,786 of which 
has been received and invested.

As a further indication of our good 
stewardship of our donors’ generous 
contributions to our operating endowment, 
the Board organized the Tampa Bay History 
Center Foundation, Inc. in 2007. Th is “sole 
support” foundation will hold, protect and 
invest our operating endowment going 
forward to ensure our donors’ intent will be 
honored. It is our hope and intent to grow 
the endowment over the years to a point 
where we will be fi nancially self-suffi  cient 
and no longer dependent on public support.

Th e strength of our team at the 
staff  level was greatly enhanced last year 
with the addition of Deborah Rohaty 
fi lling the position of Associate Director 
of Development, Susan Casper as Vice 
President for Finance and Operations and 
LaToya Williams, our new receptionist.

Despite our staff ’s signifi cant focus on 
planning our exhibitory for the new facility, 
it did not miss a beat in continuing to lead 
and facilitate local history initiatives the 
community has come to count on from us. 
We continued to assist the School System 
by sponsoring the Hillsborough County 
History Fair, presented a series of four 
“Florida Conversations” lectures with our 
partners at USF’s Florida Studies Center, 
served as judges for the fi rst Black History 
Fair, participated in the Hillsborough 

County Schools Summer Teacher Training 
in Florida history, gave various local history 
lectures to a number of school groups, 
churches and clubs, and submitted a weekly 
column on area sports history for La Gaceta.

We are fortunate indeed to have 
added three new trustees to our Board; Jose 
Vivero, Chairman, President and CEO of 
Century Bank, brings his substantial business 
experience to the Board. Jose also serves 
as the Honorary Vice Consul to Spain in 
Tampa and, along with Judge E.J. Salcines, 
led a very successful trip with President and 
CEO C.J. Roberts and staff  members to visit 
with the heads of nine signifi cant history 
museums in Spain in March 2007; Steven 
Raney, President and CEO of Raymond 
James Bank, adds substantial depth in the 
areas of fi nance and business planning; and 
Santiago Corrada, the City of Tampa’s 
Administrator of Neighborhood Services, 
serves as our liaison with the City and has 
been a great resource for initiatives we’re 
planning with the City.

In closing, we look forward to the year 
ahead with great anticipation and excitement 
as we approach our expected grand opening 
in December. While there is much work 
to be done, we proceed with confi dence in 
our dedicated team led by C.J. Roberts, the 
continued support of our members, and our 
many generous donors.

Respectfully yours,

George B. Howell, III
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
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B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R .

What is the Cotanchobee Society?
Th e word Cotanchobee is derived from the Florida Seminole word 
meaning “where the big water meets the land.” Cotanchobee-Fort 
Brooke Park is the location of the new museum. Cotanchobee 
Society is a special membership designation for those who join or 
renew their annual membership to the Tampa Bay History Center 
between June 1, 2007 and the grand opening of the new museum.

Benefi ts
Cotanchobee Society membership is open to individuals, companies 
and foundations. You may select from eight levels of membership. 
Each advancing level provides additional benefi ts to the Society 
Membership.

Society Membership includes: 
• Cotanchobee Society lapel pin
• Subscription to Cotanchobee, our quarterly newsletter
• Invitations to the Florida Conversations educational series
• A 10% discount on all gift shop items

• Teacher/Student with valid ID ($20)
  - Society Membership, plus 
  - Invitation to the museum grand opening

• Contributor ($35)
  - Society Membership, plus 
  - Invitation to the museum grand opening

• Supporter ($100)
  - Contributor benefi ts, plus 
  - A copy of our annual publication, Tampa Bay 

  History 
• Sponsor ($250)

  - Supporter benefi ts, plus
  - Special invitation to a grand opening reception 

  and special events throughout the following year
• Patron ($500)

  - Sponsor benefi ts, plus
  - Invitation to exclusive “hard hat” tours of the 

  new museum prior to the offi  cial grand opening

 • Benefactor ($1,000)
  - Patron benefi ts, plus
  - Two tickets to a “pre-opening” event
 • Founder ($12,500 or $2,500 per year for fi ve years)
  - Benefactor benefi ts, plus 
  - Four tickets to special Founder’s “pre-opening” 

  events
 • Sustaining Founder ($2,500 after completing the 

 Founder commitment)
  - Founder benefi ts

Th ank you for your support! 

Membership contributions can be mailed to: 
Tampa Bay History Center
225 S. Franklin Street
Tampa, FL 33602

Please make your check payable to the Tampa Bay History Center 
or call 813-228-0097 and join by phone. (Visa/MasterCard/
American Express accepted.) Membership forms can also be 
downloaded at www.tampabayhistorycenter.org.

Join the Tampa Bay History Center’s NEW 
Cotanchobee Society 
Membership Makes a Great Gift! 
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Notes from the History Center

 Th is past year was historic in many ways for the Tampa Bay 
History Center. In addition to the beginning of construction on 
the new museum, the History Center had the most successful 
membership year in our history. A very special thank you goes out to 
the more than 400 individuals, families, businesses and organizations 
that are members of the Tampa Bay History Center and the new 
Cotanchobee Society. 
 Our members are the lifeblood of our organization. Th eir annual 
contributions enable the History Center to operate, share its programs 
with the community as well as help support the work of building one 
of the fi nest regional history museums in the United States. Now 
more than ever, our members’ support plays a critical role as the 

building of the new museum continues, interactive exhibits are being 
designed and expanded educational programs are being developed. 
 As we prepare for the museum’s opening, we express our 
appreciation to our loyal members over the years. Your dedication and 
partnership have helped the vision of a new museum come to life. To 
our new members, we welcome you and thank you for becoming a 
part of our membership family. To future members, the time is now 
— join us!

Our members make it happen…and we thank you! 

Members Make It Happen

Th e Tampa Bay History Center closed its preview center 
on March 31, 2008 to begin staging for the move into its new 
60,000-square-foot home in the Channelside district. 

Located across from the Tampa Convention Center at 225 S. 
Franklin Street, the preview center has been housing small exhibits 
since 1996. With the grand opening of the new History Center 
scheduled for December 2008, closing the preview center will allow 
the staff  to stage exhibits and focus on creating a smooth transition 
between locations. Th e closing of the preview center will not impact 
future programming or events scheduled in the community.  

Th e new Tampa Bay History Center will be a state-of-the-art,
environmentally friendly museum that will include space to 
accommodate special events, classrooms, a research library 
and cartographic center. Th e Center will feature more than 10 
permanent exhibits and its programming will include lectures, 
seminars, publications and research.  

Walbridge Aldinger, the building contractor for the construction 
of the new History Center, has set up a webcam for the public to 
view at http://www.tampabayhc.com/.

History Center Begins Preparations for Move to New Home

 Competing against a record number of entries, the Tampa Bay 
History Center received a Silver ADDY Award at the Tampa Bay 
Advertising Federation’s annual competition. Th e Tampa Bay 
History Center won this impressive award for its “From Rough 
Riders to Flamenco Dancers” print ad promoting the opening of the 
new museum in December 2008.
 Th e newspaper ad was designed and executed by Roberts 
Communications as part of a print campaign designed to brand the 
Tampa Bay History Center and generate interest and excitement in 

the new museum scheduled to open the end of this year. 
 Th e ADDY awards recognize outstanding advertising 
achievements in a number of categories, such as sales promotion, 
collateral material, trade publication and consumer magazine. Th is 
year more than 100 companies submitted 850 pieces of work, from 
interactive games to outdoor boards. A total of 296 winners were 
announced, including 50 student ADDYs.

Tampa Bay History Center Wins ADDY® Award 

Collections Manager Writes Weekly Column
 In November, Collections Manager Travis Puterbaugh began 
writing a weekly column for La Gaceta newspaper. An institution 
locally, as well as the nation’s only trilingual newspaper, La Gaceta has 
been in publication for more than 85 years. Travis’s column, “Once 
Upon A Time,” focuses on the rich sports history of the Tampa Bay 
area.
 “My goal is to highlight the local sports scene from the past half-
century,” Travis says. “I’d like for someone to read the column and 
say, ‘Oh, I remember that,’ as opposed to, ‘I remember when my 
grandfather told me about that.’ So other than an occasional detour, I 

think that’s what regular readers should expect.”
 Travis welcomes ideas and encourages you 
to e-mail him with suggestions or comments at 
tampasportshistory@gmail.com.

p
s you 
ents at
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2008 Florida History Fair
Confl ict and Compromise in History

 Th e 2007–2008 Hillsborough County competition of the Florida 
History Fair took place on February 22 at the Dale Mabry Campus of 
Hillsborough Community College. Th e Museum of Florida History 
has coordinated the FHF since 1989, and 2008 marks the eighth 
year of Th e Tampa Bay History Center’s sponsorship. Th e Center 
was the fi rst museum in the state to answer a call for sponsorship. 
Our partners in this worthy endeavor are the School District of 
Hillsborough County and the TBHC–USF Partnership. Th e TBHC–
USF Partnership funds the competition and supports the Patrick 
Riordan Prize in Florida History. Th is year’s prize was awarded to 
Amy Cheng of Tomlin Middle School for her paper titled “Urban 
Sprawl in Florida.”

Students who participate acquire valuable, lifelong skills including: 
self-directed study; research skills; interpreting historical documents; 
distilling historical knowledge; writing, speaking and performing; 
and building confi dence and self-esteem.

More than 125 students from the following schools entered 
in fi ve (individual and group) categories: Exhibit, Performance, 
Documentary, Web Site and Paper. Schools noted (*) had students 
who placed fi rst, second and third. All fi rst and second-place 
students advance to the state competition to be held May 1–3 
at Tallahassee Community College. Th e National History Day 
competition takes place in College Park, Maryland, June 15–19, 
2008. 

Congratulations to all the students who participated. 

Th is was a banner year according to all involved. For the 
commitment made by all the teachers, students and volunteer 
judges who participated in this event — we applaud you!

Our expression of gratitude goes out to the more than 20 
teacher volunteers and judges:

•  Art Bagley (UT)
•  Paul Camp (USF Library)
•  Rachael Cantor
•  Claire Cardina
•  Becky Clayton
•  Michelle Crawford 
 (Tampa Tribune) 
•  Frank Crum (CTTV)
•  George Denison (TBHC)
•  Tommy Duncan
•  Larry Ellison
•  Martha Ford (SDHC)
•  Andria Franks (SDHC)
•  Arndreeta Harris
•  Rosemary Hayes 
 (City of Tampa)
•  Fred Hearns

•  Charlette Hein 
 (City of Tampa)
•  Dennis Holt (SDHC)
•  Andy Huse (USF)
•  Angelo Ippolito
•  Manny Leto 
 (Cigar City Magazine)
•  Grant Martin (TBHC)
•  Brad Rohaty
•  Tara Schroeder 
 (Tampa Th eatre)
•  Laura Tierney 
 (Education Channel)
•  Deborah Rohaty Wagner 
 (TBHC)
•  Karen Wilkins (UT)
•  Bill Wilson

County Coordinator
Liz Dunham

Chair Education Committee/
Tampa Bay History Center 
Trustee
Grace Ippolito

Co-County Coordinator
Travis Puterbaugh

Head Judge
Rodney Kite-Powell

TBHC Board of Trustees
George B. Howell, III
Marsha Rydberg
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Th e new History Center building is quickly taking shape. At the time of this 
writing, the framework and fl ooring for two levels of the structure are in place, 
with a third soon to be poured. It is exciting to be at this point after so many years 
of hard work by our staff , trustees, volunteers and supporters. Plans are underway 
for a series of grand opening events to commemorate the occasion and to celebrate 
the hard work and commitment that made this project possible. 

Another milestone was reached in late February when the History Center 
selected Art Guild, Inc. to fabricate the museum’s 17,000 square feet of exhibits. 
Founded in 1923, and located in the greater Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
metropolitan area, Art Guild is one of the oldest exhibit manufacturing and 
installation companies in the United States. Past projects include the Liberty 
Science Center, Mt. Vernon, the National Park Service’s Brown vs. Board of Education Heritage Center, the 
New York Historical Society, the Nantucket Historical Association, Yale University’s Peabody Museum, the 
Children’s Museum of Baltimore, the Museum of Jewish Heritage and, most recently, the new visitor center 
and museum at the Gettysburg battlefi eld. 

For our project, Art Guild will be collaborating with Creative Arts Unlimited of Pinellas Park, Florida. 
Creative Arts is another accomplished fi rm. Its work can be seen at the Bishop Planetarium, the Salvador Dali 
Museum, the South Florida Museum, Mission San Luis and numerous other Florida area institutions. 

Th ese new partners, combined with our building architects at E. Verner Johnson, exhibit designers at 
Christopher Chadbourne & Associates, construction management fi rm, Walbridge Aldinger, Hillsborough 
County’s architect, Bill Hand, and our own fi ne staff , will be working diligently over the coming months to 
create what is shaping up to be one of the fi nest regional history museums in the country. 

I look forward to bringing you updates on our progress as we complete the long journey of creating a 
place that will preserve and interpret the stories and artifacts that have shaped this area for nearly 12,000 years. 
Th ank you for being part of that journey.

C.J. Roberts
President and CEO

A Letter from the President

Photo by Jack Fernandez, Ph.D, October 2007 April 20081

Capital Campaign 
Donors
Anonymous (2) 
Thomas D. Arthur 
The Bank of Tampa 
Jennifer Brennan and Andrew 

Klymenko 
Bryan Lowry Baldwin Family 
Lowry, Jennifer, Trevor, Keenan and 

Hannibal Baldwin
Sally and Walter Baldwin 
Sara Elizabeth Crist Ballew 
Clark and Glenda Barlow
Laura and Lee Bentley
Nancy and Bob Bolt
Suzanne Lowry Crist Botts
The John and Tilda Brabson Family 
Andrew and Helen (Heddy) Brown 
Ann Lowry Brown 
Elizabeth (Ellie) Bellamy Brown 
Emmala Parkhill Brown 
Don and Campbell Burton
John and Gentry Byrnes 
Sumter DeLeon Lowry Camp 
Betty Castor and Samuel P. Bell III
Almeria Cottingham
Ted and Marty Couch
The Ray B. Cralle and D.R. Hall 

Families 
H. L. Crowder, Jr.
Culbreath Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Cody F. Davis
Mrs. Charles M. Davis, Sr. 
Elizabeth Lykes Dimmitt 
Geneveive Lykes Dimmitt 
Genevieve Parkhill Lykes Dimmitt 
Lawrence Hundley Dimmitt III
Lawrence Hundley Dimmitt IV
Mallory Lykes Dimmitt 
Jean and Jerry Divers
Genevieve L. Duncan
Bowie and Helen Duncan
Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Eldredge
Mr. and Mrs. J. Rex Farrior III
Howell and Sharon Ferguson and 

Family 
S. Katherine Frazier and John N. 

Harrison IV 
The Ashley and Cyd Geary Family
Mr. and Mrs. Drew A. Graham
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Gramling III  
Mark and Kathy Greenberg 
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Hardee, Jr.
Gary and Margo Harrod
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Hendee
Hill Ward Henderson
William and Hazel Hough 
The Family of G. Blaine Howell, Jr. in 

memory of Janie Graham Howell 
and Ann Howell Walker 

Sherrill W. and Mary Ann Hudson
Angelo and Grace Ippolito
Dr. and Mrs. Robert G. Isbell
Mr. and Mrs. T. Paine Kelly, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Philip L. Kirstein
Mr. and Mrs. Breckenridge L. Knapp
Carla and David Knight
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Krist 
W. Andrew Krusen, Jr., Pamela 

Krusen Meyjes, Cristobal B. Krusen 
and Charles B. Krusen 

George Lackman Fund within the 
Community Foundation of Tampa 
Bay 

Mrs. John R. Lawson, Jr.
Jane B. Liggett
Suzanne Crist Lockett
Merrin Nuckols Lowe 
The Lowry Murphey Family 

Foundation, Inc. 
Dr. Joe and Verna Lee Lupo
Christopher and Miriam Lykes
Mallory Lykes and David Belcher
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Lykes III
Lykes Spring Hill Foundation, Inc. 
Grant and Lisa Martin
Mr. and Mrs. C. Parkhill Mays, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Roy J. McCraw, Jr. 
Susan and John Mueller
David R. Murphey III
David R. Murphey IV

William F. Oliver in memory of Nancy 
Lykes Wooten Oliver 

Christopher Osborn 
The Parkhill - Frye Family
Mr.  and Mrs. Alfred Francis Pisano III
Richard F. and Dada A. Pittman
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew V. Pittman, Sr.
Steven and Natalie Raney
Kay and Tom L. Rankin
Mr. and Mrs. R. James Robbins, Jr.
R. James Robbins, Sr.
Elizabeth and Rod Rodriguez on behalf 

of the Gustaf Westfeldt McIlhenny 
Family Foundation 

Dr. Jay and Ann McKeel Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Rydberg
Adajean Lott Samson in honor of 

Herbert Bradley Lott, M.D. and 
Audrey Peacock Lott 

Bruce A. Samson in honor of James 
Samson and Mary Louise Adams 
Samson 

Jane Shivers and Bill Sharp
James and Amy Shimberg Charitable 

Lead Trust  
Hinks and Elaine Shimberg
Peter and Nancy Skemp
The B.M. Smith, Jr. Family - Mac, 

Cookie, Debbie, Kathy, Marion 
Tready and Thayer Smith 
Tom and Bet Snyder, Matthew 

Holtsinger, Kyle Holtsinger, Allison 
Snyder 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Straske
Street Family Gift Fund
Sun Trust Banks of Florida Foundation 
Blackburn Wilson Sweeney 
Edgar Chew Sweeney III
Patricia Lowry Sweeney 
TECO Energy Foundation, Inc.
Stella Ferguson Thayer
The John and Marguerite Timmel 

Family 
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Toole
J. Thomas and Lavinia Witt Touchton
Lavinia H. Touchton
Alexander and Michelle Turnbull
Nancy Turner 
Fred J. and Carol Ramsey Turpin
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Urbanski 
Victory Foundation, R. Franzblau
Wachovia Foundation Matching Gifts 

Program
Walter Foundation 
The David E. and Martha Carlton 

Ward Family
The James W. Warren Family
Jane and Jerry Williams
The Parke Wright Family 
Marjorie G. Wynne
Gregory C. and K. Anne Yadley
Mr. T. Roy Young III

Honor and 
Memorial Gifts 
In Honor of the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Annlyn and Julian Byrd
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Giddens

In Honor of George Howell, who has 
worked so long and hard to make the 
Tampa Bay History Center a reality
Mr. and Mrs. William B. deMeza 

In Memory of Patricia Wall Benz 
Elizabeth S. Daniels
Dada P. Glaser
Gregory C. Yadley 

In Memory of Cody Fowler Davis 
J. Thomas and Lavinia Witt Touchton

In Memory of Harold G. Gibson 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Giddens

In Memory of Margaret Meloy 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren M. Cason

In Memory of Didi Rief 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren M. Cason
Mr. and Mrs. Sellers G. Gauntt

In Memory of Dorothy Trigg 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren M. Cason

In Memory of Martha Carlton Ward 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren M. Cason
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Rydberg
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Straske

New Members 
Founder ($2,500) 
The Family of G. Blaine Howell, Jr.
Christopher and Miriam Lykes
Richard F. and Dada A. Pittman

Benefactor ($1,000)
Allen D. Craig
Alan and Denise Harvill
Mr. and Mrs. C. Birge Sigety
Diane TeStrake

Patron ($500) 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Bean
WIlliam F. Hand
Rob and Sadie Pariseau

Sponsor ($250)
Barbara Bachman, M.D. 
Anne and Trey Baldy 
Dawn Chapman and Ramsey 

Scheuerle
Jim and Molly Crews
Eckerd College
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Henderson  III
Linda Jeker
Mr. Stephen Koontz
Mark and Kelly Segel

Supporter ($100) 
Aida and Bob Calafell
Charles and Kris Chunn 
Dr. Leopoldo and Elaine Diaz
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Gramling III
Donna C. Hennessey
Stephen and Rena Jacobson
Martayan Lan Fine Antique Maps
Dr. Jay and Ann McKeel Ross
Edith M. Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ulrey
John and Kathy Williams

Contributor ($35) 
Joyce Beeman 
Anna Fitzgerald
Edith M. Freeman, PhD
Judy P. Lawson
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Lyndahl
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Maples
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Matassini
Sandra M. Reed
Jenny Weigle

Teacher/Student ($20) 
Martha Ford 
Brad Rohaty
Mary A. Spratt
William A. Vlasic

Renewing Members 
Founder ($2,500) 
Tifi  and Jack Bierley
Florence G. Boushall
Elizabeth and Fred P. Frankland
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil S. Harrell
Mr. and Mrs. Jose Vivero

Benefactor ($1,000) 
The Bank of Tampa
The Beck Group
Mr. and Mrs. Donald W. Burton
Dan and Olivia Curtis
The Honorable and Mrs. Bob Martinez
Lt. Col. and Mrs. Alton B. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. R. Randolph Stevens
Martha C. Ward 
Nell Ward
Jane and Jerry Williams

Patron ($500) 
Lee and Lynn Culbreath
Hill Ward Henderson
Derrill and Rosemary McAteer
Sherrill and Solon O’Neal
Tampa Bay Federal Credit Union
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Ward, Jr.

Sponsor ($250) 
Patricia G. Bean
CapTrust Financial Advisors
Mr. and Mrs. Frank G. Cisneros
Judge and Mrs. Paul W. Danahy

Toni Everett
Richard and Lisa Jacobson
Art Keeble
Victor and Lee Leavengood
Senator Tom Lee
John and Kathy Partin
Harley and Posey Riedel
Mr. and Mrs. R. James Robbins, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Samuels 
L. David Shear
Hinks and Elaine Shimberg
Norman Stallings
C. Norman Stallings, Jr.
USAA

Supporter ($100) 
Patricia Alchediak
Jay Annis
James W. Apthorp
Mr. and Mrs. W. DeHart Ayala, Jr.
Alan J. Bliss
Elizabeth and Steve Blaschka
The Brill Family
Henry and Mary Brown
Mrs. Betty Castor and Mr. Samuel 

Bell III
Marjorie M. Cochran
Samuel A. Davis
Fred and Lesley Dobbins
John and Jennie Hampton
Fred Hearns
Phyllis Kimbel
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander P. Liggett
Jane B. Liggett
Rafael and Cecilia Martinez-Ybor
Roy and Nedra McCraw
Jack and Carolyn McMullen
National Society of Colonial Dames of 

Florida, Tampa Town Committee 
J. Christopher Osborn
Helen C. Price
John and Kathy Raulerson
Larry and Joan Rayburn
Mary A. Roberson
Deanne Roberts
Judith O. Rosenkranz
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Rudy II
Lynn Elliott Rydene
Lee and Linda Shear
Nancy and Joel Silverfi eld
Mr.  and Mrs. William M. Stainton
Mr. and Mrs. Don M. Stichter
Mr. and Mrs. I. Clay Thompson, Jr.
Tin Can Tourists
James F. and Ann Urbanski
Mattie T. Vega
Gregory and Anne Yadley
Donna J. Yarbrough

Contributor ($35) 
Paul H. Bowen
Kent and Suzann Corral
Judy and Jerry Dawson
Barbara Fite
Thomas and Robin Gonzalez
Mark and Kathy Greenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Ian Greig
Agnes Rutledge Hanford
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Harkins IV
Dr. Bernard M. Hochberg
Liz and Mike Jamieson
Edward and Frances Jennings
Estelle C. Kavakos 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Logan
John and Gloria Logsdon
Grant and Lisa Martin
Dale Nederhoff
Paula D. Nunnery
Kevin and Michele Platt 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Reddick, Jr.
Theodore A. Scott, Sr.
Bob and Patti Sellas
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Wood, Jr.

Other Donations 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd W. Chapin
Columbia Restaurant 
The Exchange Club of Tampa, Inc.
Ferman Motor Car Company 
John Arthur and Sally Jones 
Roberts Communications
J. Thomas and Lavinia Witt Touchton 
Walbridge Aldinger Company

Thank you to the following donors who have made contributions, pledges and pledge payments 
to the Tampa Bay History Center from November 1, 2007 through February 29, 2008.

Please note that gifts received after this time period will be listed in the next issue of Cotanchobee.

Board of Trustees
George B. Howell, III, Chairman

C.J. Roberts, President and CEO

Offi  cers
Marsha G. Rydberg, Vice Chair & Chair-Elect 

Frank R. North, Secretary

Paul L. Whiting, Jr.., Treasurer

J. Thomas Touchton, Past Chairman

Trustees
Jack Amor

R. Kent Bailey
Gentry B. Byrnes

Betty Castor
Santiago Corrada

MaryEllen Elia
Dr. Mark I. Greenberg

Gary W. Harrod
James J. Harkins, IV
Leland M. Hawes, Jr.

Walter J. Hill
Grace Ippolito
Guy King, III

Joseph Lykes, III
Governor Bob Martinez

Christopher Osborn
Dr. Gregory Padgett

Steven M. Raney
John W. Robinson, IV

The Honorable E.J. Salcines 
Paul Straske

Capt. John Timmel 
Jose Vivero
Robert Wolf

Education Partners
University of South Florida

The University of Tampa
Hillsborough County Public School System

Hillsborough Community College
Tampa-Hillsborough County

Public Library System
Florida Center for Teachers
Florida Humanities Council
The Educational Channel

Staff 
Elizabeth Blaschka, CPA, Accountant

Jennifer Brennan, Executive Assistant

Susan Casper, Vice President for 
Finance and Operations

George Denison, Assistant Registrar

Elizabeth L. Dunham
Vice President for Programs

Rodney Kite-Powell
Saunders Foundation Curator of History

Grant E. Martin, CFRE
Vice President for Advancement

Judy Miller, Administrative Assistant 

Travis Puterbaugh, Collections Manager

Deborah Rohaty Wagner
Associate Director of Development

Recognition of Contributions 

10



 The Tampa Bay History Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t corporation and is funded in part by the 
Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners, the City of Tampa, the State of Florida Offi ce of Cultural 

and Historical Programs and the Tampa Bay History Center/USF Program Partnership.

 NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO 2249
TAMPA FLORIDA

 225 South Franklin Street | Tampa, Florida 33602 | 813.228.0097

New Objects Tell Important Story of Love and War
Th e Tampa Bay History Center has recently 
acquired a wonderful collection of Tampa-
related materials from Mary Virginia Wilson 
and her family. Th e items include numerous 
photographs tracing the history of the Tampa 
Box Company and dozens of cigar bands. Perhaps 
most important, though, are the artifacts from 
the grandfather of Roland “Sonny” Wilson 
III, Wilson’s late husband, during his time as 
a sergeant in the U.S. Army in the Spanish–
American War.

Roland Wilson, Sr., a member of the 4th U.S. 
Infantry, was part of the large contingent of 
soldiers that was stationed in Tampa prior to the 
1898 invasion of Cuba. While in Tampa, the 
senior Wilson met and fell in love with Martha 
Leiman. He promised to marry her when he 
returned from the war, and they remained in 
contact throughout his time in Cuba. He kept 
his promise, and those letters, and others sent during Sergeant Wilson’s stint in the Philippines in 
1904, have been meticulously cared for over the years and are now a part of the History Center’s 
collection. Wilson’s uniform pants and jacket, along with a very unusual canteen, are also part of 
the donation and will be on display in the new History Center’s War Stories gallery.

Other items included in the gift include photographs of the Wilson’s former home on Bay to Bay 
in Sunset Park and their iconic Hyde Park home, commonly known as the Leiman-Wilson House. 
Th is collection of artifacts, letters and photographs greatly adds to the quality of both the History 
Center’s general collection and the exhibits that we will present in the new museum. 
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